
Check the weather and tide times 
before starting any work on dunes.  
Access at high tide can force 
unnecessary crossing of dune areas. 
Best to access at low tide.

Schedule work outside of bird breeding 
season & seal pupping times. Check with 
local biodiversity officers.

1st March to
31st August

Spring to
Autumn

Avoid cross
-ing dunes

Access by 
beach

Stop work if a bird’s nest or burrow, or 
other wildlife is found.

Do not work on high value dune areas, 
including wet low areas (dune slacks left 
image), new dunes on upper beach 
(embryonic dunes, right image) 

Avoid introducing new plants that are not 
dune plants. Follow bio-security protocols 
and advice at Invasives.ie 

Dunes are valuable for nature. They act as a 
protection for us against storms.

Avoid altering or levelling dunes at all times.

Pampas 
invasion

Flax 
invasion

WORKING ON SAND DUNES SOME ADVICE

Do not use heavy machinery.

It damages plants and roots 
that hold the dune together, 
causing erosion. 

Light machinery should use 
ground mats to prevent damage 
to plants roots and animals.

Plan access routes to avoid 
crossing dunes where possible.

Exclusion zones 
should be marked out 
during works, to 
protect the habitat.

Areas where clearing 
vegetation is 
unavoidable, 
should
use  

temporary 
fencing to 
trap 
wind blown 
sand.

Fuel & Equipment should not be 
stored in the dunes. 
Spill kits should be available for 
accidental spillages.

MACHINERY NATURE

Get involved at dunes.ie

QUESTION: Does the work have to be on the sand dunes, or can an alternative location be found? 
LEGAL: Many dunes are designated areas of conservation with strict laws: check your site’s designation.
SAFETY: Have an Emergency Response Plan in place. Dunes are unstable, collapses can suffocate workers. 

Scan QR code 
for more info
& links 


