
Working in Sand Dunes: some advice 

Dunes are valuable for us and nature.  

Avoid altering or levelling dunes at all times. 

NEED 
Does the work/event/building/activity/infrastructure need to be on the dunes, or can an alternative location be 
found?  Dunes need space to be healthy. Our works can be located elsewhere, the dunes do not have this choice. 

MACHINERY 
▪ Heavy machinery should be avoided: it damages plants that hold the dune together, causing erosion. 
▪ Light machinery should use ground mats to prevent damage to dune plants and animals.  
▪ Plan access routes to avoid crossing dunes where possible. 
▪ Exclusion zones should be marked out with tape during the works  
▪ Areas cleared of vegetation should have temporary barriers to trap windblown sand. 
▪ Store fuel away from the dunes on hard standing. Spill kits should be available for accidental spillages. 
▪ Equipment should not be stockpiled in the dunes,  keep in hard standing area.  
▪ Potential dune collapses due to the works should be scoped out before work starts. 

NATURE 
▪ Dunes are valuable for nature. They act as a protection against storms. Do not level them if at all possible. 
▪ Check the weather and tide times before starting any work on sand dunes, access during high tide can force 

unnecessary crossing of dune areas. 
▪ Schedule any work outside of bird breeding season: 1st March until 31st August. 
▪ Seal Pupping times should be avoided during spring to autumn. Check with local biodiversity officers.  
▪ Sensitive plants and animals should be considered prior to starting work.  
▪ Stop work if a bird’s nest or burrow, or other wildlife is found (e.g., sand martins and skylarks) 
▪ Do not work on or near high value dune areas, including wet low areas (dune slacks), new dunes on the upper 

beach (embryonic dunes)  
▪ Avoid introducing new plants that are not dune plants. Follow bio-security advice at Invasives.ie. 

LEGAL & SUPPORTS 
Many dunes are designated areas of conservation with strict legal requirements: check your site’s designation here 
RoI : NI 

Support and Guidance for ROI NPWS planning : NPWS contacts : RoI Biodiversity Officers  
Support and Guidance for NI DAERA planning : DAERA : NI Biodiversity Officers 
Beach Bye Laws are listed on Local Authority websites. 

SAFETY 
Have an Emergency Response Plan and First Aid support in place. Dunes are unstable, collapses can suffocate 
workers. Steeps slopes in addition to machinery add up to a big risk to workers. 

ABOUT 
This Guidance has been developed by the Beaches & Dunes Forum and is for any person whatsoever that has work 
to do in any sand dune whatsoever. It should also be useful for project managers, contractors and other interested 
parties. The healthier a sand dune is, the more benefits for people and nature. The Forum’s aim is to support getting 
our beaches and dunes into a healthier state. 

                

https://invasives.ie/
https://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/sac
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/protected-areas
https://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/guidance-appropriate-assessment-planning-authorities
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/files/regional-contacts-mar-2025-en-revised.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/our-work-with-others/biodiversity-officer-programme
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/assi-notifiable-operations
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/assi-guidance-public-bodiescompetent-authorities
https://dunes.ie/

